A Conversation With David Teutsch
About A Guide to Jewish Practice

RRC’s Center for Jewish Ethics,
directed by David Teutsch, Ph.D.,
is in the midst of publishing

A Guide to Jewish Practice, a
collection of volumes intended
to provide guidance in all areas
of contemporary Jewish living.
The books’ values-based approach
and substantial commentary are
designed to help readers reach
their own conclusions about a
range of topics, including dietary

laws, bioethics, disclosure to the
terminally ill, tzedakah and
mourning.

RRC’s Gari Julius Weilbacher
talked with Teutsch about
values-based decision making
(VBDM) and about his role both
as the publisher’s representative
for the series and as a leader in
contemporary Jewish ethics.

Teutsch is the Louis and Myra

How did the Guide to Jewish Practice series begin?

How were the topics of the series determined?

Wiener Professor of
Contemporary Jewish Civilization,
chair of the Department of
Contemporary Jewish Civilization
and director of the Levin-Lieber
Program in Jewish Ethics. He
served as president of RRC

from 1993 to 2002, following
appointments as executive vice
president from 1990 to 1993

and dean of admissions from

1986 to 1990.
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Can you give a brief summary of VBDM and
how it applies to the Jewish Guide series?

Is this series the only place that values-based
decision making is used as a methodology for
evaluating Jewish issues and concerns?
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VBDM is not for the weak or lazy. Do you find
that folks are willing to do the work it requires,
or are they calling you for a quick fix to a situation?

I am intrigued by the fact that you receive many
she’elot, or questions. That evokes images of people
lining up'in the village square to ask their rebbes
toponder significant issues: “shaylas (questions) for
the rebbe.”> What categories do the questions fall into?
Is there a process by which you answer questions?
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There is ‘a difference between wanting intellectual answers
to critical questions, and seeking emotional comfort and
respite from painful ones. How do you “read” the questions?

This brings me to the question of leadership. RRC is in
the business of training spiritual leaders. How does RRC
integrate/questions of ethics into its curriculum?

To me, the series and VBDM stand opposed to the role
of the rabbi as mara d’atra (local halakhic authority).

How is the series received by the more traditional

denominations? Does it matter?
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The concept of community is interwoven throughout
the series. I would imagine that reading the series
in community is powerful. Are synagogue book

groups doing this?

Who is buying the books?

What are your plans and hopes for the series?

All books may be ordered on the These publications are also Jewish Ethics of Speech: Disclosure
RRC Web site, www.rrc.edu, or available from the Ethics Center: to the Terminally Ill, by Dawn

by calling 215.576.0800, ext 145. ) Robinson Rose, Ph.D, with
Behoref Hayamim: A Values- Rabbi Mona Decker

Based Guide to Jewish Decision
Making at the End of Life, by the Jewish Ethics of Speech: Gossip

Some publications may be found

for sale on Amazon.com.

The Guide series includes the Center for Jewish Ethics at the and Slander, by Dawn Robinson
following: Reconstructionist Rabbinical Rose, Ph.D.
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