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If he was Sage he used to expound [the Scriptures], and if not the disciples of the Sages used to
expound before him. If he was versed in reading [the Scriptures] he read, and if not they read

before him. And from what did they read before him? Out of Job and Ezra and Chronicles.
Zechariah b. Kabutal says: Many times I read before him out of Daniel.”
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1. The priests kept watch at three places in the Temple: at the Chamber of Abtinas, at the
Chamber of the Flame, and at the Chamber of the Heart; and the levites at twenty-four places:
five at the five gates of the Temple Mount, four at its four corners inside, five at five of the
gates of the Temple Court, four at its four corners outside, and one at the Chamber of
Offerings, and one at the Chamber of the Curtain, and one behind the place of the Mercy Seat.
2. The officer of the Temple Mount used to go round to every watch with lighted torches before
him, and if any watch did not stand up and say to him, ‘O officer of the Temple Mount, peace
be to thee!” and it was manifest that he was asleep, he would beat him with his staff, and he
had the right to burn his raiment. And they would say, “What is the noise in the Temple
Court?” “The noise of some levite that is being beaten and having his raiment burnt because he

went to sleep during his watch.” R. Eliezer b. Jacob said: They once found my mother’s
brother asleep and burnt his raiment. *
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