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This annotated list of synagogue consultants is a first effort to learn about the range of consultants 
who engage in consulting with synagogues. The product of snowballing, the list will grow as other 
consultants make themselves known.  The goal of compiling this initial list is to create a data base of 
consultants engaging in this work in order to facilitate referrals, networks and opportunities for the 
sharing of information. This project is part of a broader undertaking initiated by STAR: Synagogues 
Transformation and Renewal called the Long-range Planning Project.  

Some academic researchers who indicated that they do not see themselves primarily as consultants 
were included because of their impact on the field. Many different kinds of consultants are included 
in the list, including: Not-for-Profit (NFP), Academics (A), Federation-related (FED), Independent 
(IND), and movement-related--Reform (REF), Reconstructionist (REC), Conservative (CON) and 
Orthodox (ORTH).   

Since there is no comprehensive national listing of synagogue consultants, this list is necessarily 
incomplete but it is a starting point for the further identification of consultants in this area. STAR 
welcomes any additional information and looks forward to the revision and expansion of this list.  

  
Key to Abbreviations 
IND = Independent 
A = Academic 
NFP = Not-for-Profit 
FED = Federation 
JNFP = Jewish Not-for-Profit 
REF = Reform Movement 
RECON = Reconstructionist Movement 
CON = Conservative Movement 
HUC / JIR = Hebrew Union College / Jewish Institute of Religion 
JTS = Jewish Theological Seminary 
RRC = Reconstructionist Rabbinical College



 
 
List of Consultants 
 
Name Marla Eglash Abraham (REF, A) 
Position Interim Director  
Organization School of Jewish Communal Service, HUC-JIR / Los Angeles 
City Los Angeles, CA 
Phone 800.899.0925 Ext. 4252 
Email mabraham@huc.edu
Website www.huc.edu
Education BA, UCLA 
 MSW, University Southern California 
 MA, Jewish Communal Service, HUC-JIR / Los Angeles 
Consulting Focus Strategic Planning, Board Development, Intervention, Fundraising 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 22 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Isa Aron (REF, A) 
Position Professor of Jewish Education 
Organization HUC-JIR / Los Angeles 
City Los Angeles, CA 
Phone 800.899.0925 ext 4253 
Email aron@usc.edu
Website www.huc.edu
Education BA, Swarthmore College 
 Ph.D., Philosophy of Education, University of Chicago 
Research Focus Childhood Education, Adult Education, Strategic Planning, President     

Planning 
Years in the Field 25 years 
  
 
Name Judy Beck (FED) 
Position Director, Synagogue Leadership Initiative 
Organization UJA Federation of Northern New Jersey 
City River Edge, NJ 
Phone 201.488.6800 ext 238 
Email JudyB@ujannj.org
Website www.ujannj.org
Education BA, Social Work, Brooklyn College 
 MA, Education, Montclair State University 
 MA, Visual Arts, Long Island University 
Consulting Focus Board Development, Strategic Planning, Program Development, 

Leadership Development 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 8 years 
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Name Rabbi Terry Bookman (JNFP) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Eitzah Center for Congregational Leadership 
City Miami, FL 
Phone 305.255.6687 
Email rebbeaid@aol.com
Website www.eitzah.org
Education BA, City University of New York 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, HUC-JIR / New York  
 MA, Systematic Theology, Marquette University 
 Certification in Secondary Education, University of Colorado 
Consulting Focus Synagogue Growth and Development, Leadership Training, Coaching 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 4 years 
  
 
Name Debra Brosan (JNFP) 
Position Consultant for Educational Leadership & Organizational Development 
Organization Auerbach Central Agency for Jewish Education of Greater Philadelphia 
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215.635.8940 Ext. 1228 
Email dbrosan@acaje.org
Website www.acaje.org
Education BS, Education, Temple University 
 MA, Organizational Development, Fielding Graduate Institute 
Consulting Focus Jewish Education, Strategic Planning 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 8 years 
  
 
Name Gerald Bubis (REF, A) 
Position Vice President 
Organization Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs 
Website www.jcpa.org
Position  Founding Director and Professor Emeritus School of Jewish Communal 

Service 
Organization HUC-JIR / Los Angeles 
City Los Angeles, CA 
Phone 310.556.3479 
Email grbubis@msn.com
Website www.huc.edu
Education BA, University of Minnesota 
 MSW, University of Minnesota 
Consulting Focus Stategic Planning, Short-Term Problem Solving, Governance 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Reform and Conservative 
Years in the Field 60 years 
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Name Elana Centor (IND) 
Position Not-For-Profit Consultant 
Organization Experiment in Congregational Education at HUC-JIR / Los Angeles 
City Los Angeles, CA 
Phone 612-823-5883 
Email ecentor@comcast.net
Website http://www.eceonline.org/index.phtml 
Education BA, University of Minnesota 
 MA, Ph.D. Organizational Behavior, Kellogg School, Northwestern 
Consulting Focus Branding, Marketing Strategies, Communications 
Organizations Served Not-For-Profit and Corporate Organizations 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field: 29 years 
  
 
Name Gary Cohn (REF) 
Position Executive Director 
Organization The Congregation Emanu-El, San Francisco, CA 
City San Francisco, CA 
Phone 415.751.2535 
Email scohn@emanuelsf.org
Website www.emanuelsf.org
Education BA, California State University, Long Beach 
 Fellow in Temple Administration, HUC - JIR / Los Angeles 
Consulting Focus Marketing, Membership Development 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 12 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Sandy Waldman Dashefsky (JNFP) 
Position Jewish Education Consultant and Education Director  
Organization  La'atid: Synagogues for the Future, Commission on Jewish Education of 

the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford  
City Manchester, CT 
Phone 860.646.1842 
Email dashhome@cox.net 
Education BS in Education, Temple University 
 MA in Learning Disabilities and Reading, University of Connecticut 

Boston Hebrew College: Hartford Branch- Advanced Hebrew and 
Hebrew Literature 

 Teaching Certificate, Gratz College 
Consulting Focus Synagogue change, Synagogue School Revitalization, Evaluation, 

Leadership Training, Jewish Family Education / Lifelong Learning 
Organizations Served  Synagogues, Bureaus of Jewish Education, Colleges, Other Not-For-

Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 25 years  
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Name Rabbi Alice Dubinsky (REF) 
Position Rabbi 
Organization Congregation Beth Ha'am, South Portland, Maine 
City South Portland, ME 
Phone 207.879.0028 
Email rabbi@bethaam.org
Website http://www.bethaam.org
Education BA, Boston University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, HUC-JIR / New York 
Consulting Focus Strategic and Financial Planning 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Reform 
Years in the Field 4 years  
  
Name Rabbi Moshe Edelman (CON) 
Position Director, Congregational Planning; Director, Leadership Development 
Organization United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism  
City New York, NY 
Phone 212.533.7800 ext 2205 
Email edelman@uscj.org
Website www.uscj.org
Education BA, Queens College 
 MHL and Rabbinic Ordination, JTS 
Consulting Focus Leadership Development, Volunteerism, Membership 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Conservative 
Years in the Field 15 years 
  
Name Kathy Elias (FED) 
Position Director of Synagogue Partnership 
Organization Jewish Outreach Partnership  
City Philadelphia 
Phone 215.635.2877 
Email kelias@jopp.org
Website www.jopp.org
Education BA, Psychology, Bloomsburg University 
Consulting Focus  Several aspects of synagogue life (but not financial resource development) 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 7 years 
  
Name Jill Friedman Fixler (IND) 
Position Principal Consultant 
Organization JFFIXLER & Associates, Englewood, CO 
Phone 303.773.3336 
Email jff@jffixler.com
Website www.jffixler.com
Education BS, University of Colorado 
Consulting Focus Board Development, Organizational Development, Strategic Planning, 

Executive Coaching and Volunteer Engagement 
Organizations Served Government, Health Care, Religious, and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Reform 
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Name Dale Glasser (REF) 
Position Director of Synagogue Management 
Organization Union of Reform Judaism 
City New York, NY 
Phone 212.650.4040 
Email dglasser@urj.org
Website www.urj.org/synmgmt
Education MA, MS, MSW 
Consulting Focus Mission Statements, Board Development, Leadership Training 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Reform 
Years in the Field 10 years 
  
 
Name Harvey Greenberg (JNFP) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Jewish Resource Network Initiative 
City Waltham, MA 
Phone 781.373.1273 
Email HarveyGreenberg@comcast.net  
Education BS, Engineering 
 MBA 
 MS, Human Resource Development 
Consulting Focus Group Theory / Dynamics, Leadership Development 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 10 years 
  
 
Name Rabbi Sam Joseph (REF) 
Position Professor of Jewish Education and Leadership Development 
Organization HUC-JIR / Cincinnati 
City Cincinnati 
Phone 513.221.7444 Ext. 3264 
Email SJoseph@huc.edu 
Website http://huc.edu/faculty/faculty/joseph.shtml
Education BA, University of Cincinnati 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination HUC-JIR / Cincinnati 
 PhD, Clayton University 
Consulting Focus Transition and Succession Planning 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 25 years 
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Name William Kahn (JNFP) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Eitzah 
City Needham, MA 
Phone 305.255.6887 
Email wkahn@eitzah.org
Website www.eitzah.org
Education BA, Clark University 
 Ph.D, Organizational Psychology, Yale University 
Consulting Focus Transition And Succession Planning 
Organizations Served Caregiving Organizations such as Synagogues, Hospitals, Schools 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 25 years 
  
 
Name Rabbi Steven Kaye (REF) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Or Chadash: Building Your Temple for Success 
City Denver, CO 
Phone 303.757.1372 
Email rabbi@orchadash.net
Website http://www.orchadash.net/index.htm 
Education MSW, Wurzweiler School of Social Work, Yeshiva University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, RRC 

 Certificate in leadership development and organizational development. 
 Certified as an MBTI practitioner (Myers Briggs) 
Consulting Focus Staff development, Strategic Planning 
Organizations Served Synagogues, Hospitals, and For-profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 15 years 
  
 
Name Linda Klonsky (IND) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Synagogue 3000 
City Washington, D.C.  
Phone 301.681.6175 
Email linda@s2k.org
Website http://www.synagogue3000.org
Education BA, Stern College 
 M.Ed, Towson State University 
 Pursuing Ph.D. in Leadership and Organizational Behavior 
 Certified MBTI, Leadership Educators Program at Kennedy School 
Consulting Focus Organizational Development, Leadership Development, Strategic Planning 
Organizations Served Synagogues, Local and National Non-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 8 years 

STAR LRPC Synagogue Consultant Annotated Resource List  7

  

mailto:wkahn@eitzah.org
http://www.eitzah.org/
mailto:rabbi@orchadash.net
mailto:linda@s2k.org
http://www.synagogue3000.org/


Name Rabbi Mordechai Liebling (JNFP) 
Position Executive Vice President 
Organization Jewish Funds for Justice 
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215.483.4004 
Email mliebling@jewishjustice.org
Website www.jewishjustice.org
Education BA, Cornell University 
 MA, History, Brandeis University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, RRC 
Consulting Focus Board Development, Social Justice 
Organizations Served Synagogues, other Not-for-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 20 years 
  
 
Name Robert Leventhal (NFP) 
Position Senior Consultant 
Organization The Alban Institute 
City Washington, D.C. 
Phone Phone: 703.964.2700 
Email consult@alban.org
Website www.alban.org
Education BA, American Studies, George Washington University 
 MBA, George Washington University 
 MA, Jewish Education, Spertus College 
 MBTI Certification, Non-Violent Communications Training 
Consulting Focus Conflict Resolution, Leadership Development, Visioning and Planning 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 5 years 
  
 
Name Rabbi David Mersky (IND) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Mersky, Jaffe & Associates 
City Boston, MA / New York, NY 
Phone 617.965.8250 
Email david@merskyjaffe.com
Website www.merskyjaffe.com
Education BA, Harvard University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination HUC - JIR / Cincinnati 
Consulting Focus Board Development, Financial Resource Development 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 15 years 
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Name Rabbi Michael Meyerstein (IND) 
Position Consultant 
Organization The Aleph Group 
City Baltimore, MD 
Phone 410.484.2373 
email www.thealephgroup.com
website info@thealephgroup.com
Education BA, Columbia University 
 BHL, Jewish Theological Seminary 
 MA,  Educational Psychology, New York University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, JTS 
Consulting Focus Fund Development, Capital Campaign 
Orgs Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Several 
Years in the Field 10 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Adina Newberg (IND) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Adina Coaching 
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215-242-6752 
Email new.adina@verizon.net
Website www.adinacoaching.com
Position Professor  
Organization Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Education BA, Hebrew University 
 PhD, University of Pennsylvania, Organizational Planning 
Consulting Focus Strategic Planning, Organizational Change, Rabbinic Coaching 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Several 
Years in the Field 10 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Jack Porter (IND) 
Position Independent Consultant  
City Wynnewood, PA 
Phone 610.642.6876 
Education BS Temple University 
 M. Ed Temple University 
 Ed.D Temple University 
Consulting Focus Organic Structure, Leadership, Membership 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 10 years 
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Name Rabbi Michael Remson (IND) 
Position Senior Consultant 
Organization Synagogue Church Consulting 
City Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Phone 630.254.4430 
Email synchuco@sbcglobal.net. 
Website www.synagogueconsulting.com
Education BA, Canisius College 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, HUC-JIR / New York 
Consulting Focus Clergy Transition, Synagogue Change 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 8 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Amy Sales (A) 
Position Associate Director 
Organization Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies 
City Waltham, MA 
Position Director 
Organization Fisher-Bernstein Institute for Jewish Philanthropy and Leadership 
Phone 781.736.2066 
Email sales@brandeis.edu
Website www.cmjs.org
Education BA, University of Michigan 
 MA, English, San Francisco State 
 PhD, Social Psychology, Boston University 
Research Focus process and outcomes of synagogue change initiatives 
Organizations Served Jewish Not-for-Profits 
Years in the Field 15 Years 
  
 
Name Dr. Carl Sheingold (RECON) 
Position Executive Vice President 
Organization Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215.782.8500 
Email csheingold@jrf.org
Website www.jrf.org
Education BA, Brandeis University 
 Ph.D, Sociology, Harvard University 
Consulting Focus Synagogue Change, Leadership Development 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Jewish Not-for-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 20 years 
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Name Rabbi Sidney Schwarz (JNFP) 
Position Founder and President 
Organization Washington Institute for Jewish Leadership 
City Washington D.C. 
Phone 301.770.5070 ext. 215 
Email sids@panim.org
Website www.panim.org
Education BA, University of Maryland 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, RRC 
 Ph.D., American Jewish History, Temple University  
Consulting Focus Move from Synagogue Center Model to Synagogue Community Model; 

Membership Development 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 6 years 
  
 
Name Gary Stern (IND) 
Position Consultant 
Organization Stern Consulting International  
City Portland, ME 
Phone 207.871.0774 
Email gary@sterninternational.com
Webste www.sterninternational.com
Education University of Colorado at Boulder 
 Metropolitan State University in Minneapolis 
Consulting Focus Marketing 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 18 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Susan Shevitz (A) 
Position Professor 
Organization Brandeis University 
City Waltham, MA 
Phone 617 868 2468 
Email shevitz@brandeis.edu
Website www.brandeis.edu
Education BHL, Jewish Theological Seminary 
 BA, Columbia University 
 M. Ed, Harvard University 
 PhD, Harvard University 
Consulting Focus Organizational Planning and Evaluation, Change Process 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 27 years 
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Name Dr. David Teutsch (RECON, A) 
Position Director 
Organization Center for Jewish Ethics, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215.576.0800 ext. 253 
Email teutsch@rrc.edu
Website www.rrc.edu
Education BA, Harvard University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, HUC-JIR / New York 
 PhD, Social Systems, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania 
Consulting Focus Leadership Development, Boundary Articulation, Organizational Design, 

Strategic Planning, Conflict Resolution 
Organizations Served Jewish Not-for-Profits and Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 29 years 
  
 
Name Dr. Stephen Treat (NFP)  
Position CEO 
Organization Council for Relationships 
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215.382.6680 Ext 3123 

 Website www.councilforrelationships.org
Education D.Min, Andover Newton Theological Seminary 
 Post-Doctoral, University of Pennsylvania Human Sexuality Program 
 Licensed in Marriage and Family Therapy  
Consulting Focus Boundary Articulation 
Organizations Served Not-for-Profit and For-Profit, Churches and Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Diverse 
Years in the Field 30 years 
  
 
Name Dr. David Trietsch (FED) 
Position Director, Jewish Resource Network Initiative 
Organization Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
City Boston, MA 
Phone 617.457.8753 
Email davidt@cjp.org
Website www.cjp.org   
Consulting Focus Strategic Planning, Organizational Development, Conflict Resolution 
Organizations Served Synagogues and other Not-for-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 20 years 
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Name Dr. Jacob Ukeles (IND) 
Position President 
Organization Ukeles Associates, Inc. 
City New York, NY 
Phone 646.290.7195 
Email info@ukeles.com
Website www.ukeles.com
Education BA, Brooklyn College 
 MCP, University of Pennsylvania 
 Ph.D, University of Pennsylvania 
Consulting Focus Management, Strategic Planning 
Research Focus Community Policy 
Organizations Served Primarily Jewish Not-For-Profits 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 40 years 
  
 
Name Rabbi Philip Warmflash (FED) 
Position Executive Director 
Organization Jewish Outreach Partnership  
City Philadelphia, PA 
Phone 215.635.2877 
Email rabbiphil@jopp.org 
Website www.jopp.org
Education BA, Brandeis University 
 MAHL and Rabbinic Ordination, JTS 
Consulting Focus  Several aspects of synagogue life (excluding financial resource 

development) 
Organizations Served Synagogues 
Movements Consulted Within Several 
Years in the Field 10 years 
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