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Dedication Opportunities for Hiddur: The Center for 
Aging & Judaism

Hiddur: The Center for Aging and Judaism was established in 2003 by the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College to transform the culture of aging in the Jewish community. Hiddur seeks to empower the growing number of aging Jews by helping them to connect to lifelong learning and spiritual and religious engagement. Hiddur's work includes training rabbis, cantors, chaplains, Jewish communal professionals and eldercare staff; developing scholarship on aging in Jewish tradition; and creating spiritual resources for Jewish elders and their caregivers.

Hiddur Chair – $2 million endowed gift
RRC strives for excellence in teaching, research and community involvement. An endowed chair for the Hiddur Director/Professor will enable Hiddur to train rabbis equipped to engage aging Jews and their families, and to assist the Jewish community to develop spiritual resources for later life. Endowing the position of Hiddur Director/Professor will allow Hiddur and RRC to take a leadership position in shaping the North American Jewish community’s response to the spiritual challenges and opportunities of the second half of life as vast numbers of Baby Boomers approach aging.
Rabbinic Education on Aging Program (REAP) Entire Program – $87,000 annual contribution or $1.75 million for an endowment

Shades of Gray Seminar – $20,000 annual contribution or $400,000 for an endowment

The Shades of Gray Seminar—open to RRC students, other seminarians and rabbis, cantors and chaplains from the field—reflects on the spiritual dimensions of aging that the course participants encounter in their work with elders in congregations and other settings. In the seminar, participants study novels, short fiction and memoirs. Through discussion, role-play and creation of new spiritual resources for elders, the course participants sharpen pastoral skills and deepen understanding of the challenges and opportunities of aging.

Clinical Internships – (up to three per year) $12,000 each for an annual contribution or $240,000 each for an endowment

Supervised clinical internships provide a vital tool in rabbinic training for those who wish to obtain a certificate in aging or to enhance theirs skills in serving elders. We seek funding for internships with elders in congregational and community settings so that rabbis can forge new models for serving and engaging elders and their families. 

Clinical Supervision in Aging – $10,000 annual contribution or $200,000 for an endowment

Group clinical supervision supports RRC students’ work with well elders in synagogues and other community settings and with frail elders in institutions. In a weekly supervision group, students can reflect on and deepen their work through case presentations and through didactic instruction on spiritual and pastoral elements of the aging experience.
Annual RRC and Community Program on Aging – $5,000 annual contribution or $100,000 for an endowment

Encounters with distinguished elders and experts on aging allow RRC students to encounter aging as a compelling and exciting element of rabbinic work. We seek funding to attract speakers with national stature to these dialogues and to bring these teachings to additional venues in the community. Where appropriate, we plan to record interviews to extend the reach of elders’ teachings. 

Institute for Jewish Aging Training: for Rabbis, Chaplains, Jewish Communal Service and Eldercare Professionals -- $75,000 pilot, $100,000 annual contribution or $1,500,000 for an endowment 

Hiddur’s work in bringing meaning and dignity to Jewish aging is significantly advanced through training post-graduate rabbis, chaplains and professionals in the field. This fund will allow Hiddur to develop a variety of continuing education offerings in communities around the country to deepen sensitivity and hone skills of professionals in engaging elders and fostering spiritual well-being.

Sacred Seasons Celebration Kits (Shabbat and Holiday) – $25,000 per kit; $200,000 to name the publications

Sacred Seasons celebration kits are innovative resources that enable staff and volunteers in residential care settings to facilitate celebration of Shabbat and holidays for Jewish elders living in these facilities. Each kit includes everything needed by a leader without Jewish background to create a celebration, including a leader’s guide, large-type handouts and a CD recording of songs and blessing. Three kits have been successfully piloted and published and are available on a Web site free of charge. Additional funding would support research and development of spiritual tools for homebound elders, as well as development of kits for additional observances. 

Hiddur.org – $100,000 to launch or $300,000 for an endowment

We will develop a Web resource on aging and Judaism for Jewish elders and their caregivers. Hiddur’s Web site will be redesigned and expanded to include an annotated bibliography, searchable database, downloadable programs and development of Crown of Glory, a Web-based vehicle to honor wise elders with personal profiles and anecdotes.

Aging with Splendor – Column to be published in Anglo-Jewish press – $5,000 annual contribution

This regular column will originate in a major Jewish newspaper; we hope to also share it with the Anglo-Jewish press through the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. Distinguished writers from across the Jewish spectrum will contribute essays on meaning, spirit, faith and aging. This publication offers Hiddur and RRC the opportunity to reach out to the entire North American Jewish community.

Hiddur Fellowship – (for up to three years per student) $5,000 annual contribution for each fellowship or $100,000 lifetime endowment

This fellowship will provide scholarships for student at RRC who are committed to serving elders and specializing in aging during studies at the College.
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