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Opportunities to Support Academic Excellence, Enrich Faculty and 
Further Research
President’s Fund for Academic Excellence – $4 million. A special endowed fund will allow the president of RRC to develop new areas of study, incubate additional academic centers, encourage research on emerging issues, send a scholar to a special conference, or dispatch rabbis and faculty members with unique talents to work in areas of specific need in the community. Money from this fund will enable the president to innovate without straining the operational budget.

Department Endowment Funds – $3 million. Endowments for each of the six departments will provide the department chairs with income to hire professors for new and innovative courses, allow a special lecture series to take place and ensure resources for department needs beyond the current operating budget. To broaden the intellectual experience of students and faculty, our department chairs must constantly bring the best scholarship and learning tools to RRC through guest lectures and seminars, development of new coursework, and attendance at conferences and symposia on current issues. To give our six departments the financial flexibility to underwrite these activities, we seek to endow each one.

Library Endowment – $2.25 million. Rigorous intellectual development requires first-class academic resources and well-trained staff to help students utilize them. RRC seeks to endow the library directorship, acquire additional print and electronic resources and upgrade the technology to access them.

Endowed Chairs – $2 million. RRC strives for excellence in teaching, research and community involvement. Endowed faculty chairs are among the most powerful tools for attracting and retaining preeminent scholars and world-class teachers.  RRC’s prominence in many respects rests with its ability to engage visionaries and leaders in various areas of Jewish learning. An endowed chair helps to offset salary, provide funding for innovative research, attract the most creative thinkers, lend prestige to the College and ensure that RRC will maintain its position of academic and intellectual prominence.

Faculty Endowed Research Funds and Fellowships – $560,000. These endowments will enable faculty and students to pursue academic research that will further individual scholarship, develop Jewish educational initiatives, lead to innovative teaching techniques and enrich the Jewish community. 

Oral History Project and Archives – $500,000. The story of the development of 
the Reconstructionist movement, the only Jewish denomination indigenous to North America, is vital to a proper understanding of 20th century American Jewish history. To create and maintain an oral record of Reconstructionist Judaism, RRC is seeking funds to endow its groundbreaking oral history project and maintain an accessible archive
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