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Insofar as our mind knows itself and the body from the perspective of eternity, it necessarily
has knowledge of God, and knows that it is in God and is conceived through God.
(Baruch Spinoza, Ethics Part V, Proposition 30)
R. Akiva said: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’ (Leviticus 19:18) is a great principle, so that you
must not say, Since I have been put to shame, let my neighbor be put to shame, since I have
been cursed, let my neighbor be cursed. R. Tanhuma said: If you do so, know whom you put
to shame, for ‘In the image of God did God make him’ (Genesis 1:27).
(Genesis Rabbah 24:7)
I believe with perfect faith that – truly, literally, necessarily –
We are made in the image of God
We are the image of God (together!)
And we are in God.
Implications:
Love and wrestle with each other
Love and wrestle with the world
Love the Torah that helps us remember
And wrestle with the Torah that tempts us to forget.
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