Reconstructionist Rabbinical College - Sample Hebrew Admissions and Placement Exam
(Updated 2020)
MZAR|RRYA]
Hebrew Admissions Exam

The exam consists of three sections:

Part A: To be completed without the use of a dictionary. (pp. 2-4)

Part B: You may use a Hebrew-English dictionary or lexicon. (p. 5)

Part C: You will not need a dictionary. This section is in English. (p. 6)
This section requires you to engage with a text from a number of different perspectives. This
brief essay is to be written in English (unless you prefer Hebrew!)
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Part A: Without a dictionary

Translate the following words and/or phrases

Circle the word that best completes the sentence.

TYNY 2

NI 3

D917) ©2T ONPIY ON 5
NAYN-NN YOND MY 6
NIN 7 PR IIN NON Y W2 7

D-D2 T1PY N¥II NN 8

N DPD 9
NN
NN
RanelY

DYIOND-N

ONY NPIN ___ NH9wnn 10
noN”

N3N

M0
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Provide the binyan (e.g. piel, niphal, hiphil...), shoresh (root) and translate the following words:

Translate the following biblical and rabbinic clauses/verses:

YN DN ONIN IINN

NN 77221 APY-IN PNYY NN

)7 NININD TYY NI, ININ M0 NN
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Translate the following:

VY N
A0 NY

0YTHN NN
a3

Translate the following passage into English (without a dictionary)

MNP IRIYD HINN DN IAN-DNA NNIAYN N ¥ DDA D) NNIN
NI PP ONYAY NVYDIDNINI VITIVD NI DIAN-DNA I) NIV PYNN
DYDY P NNIN IPIY YOO

Choose the sentence that best paraphrases the first sentence..

292 ONY DIDNRY Y0y M V2

279Y2 ONY D1OND 199 NN N
9722 P 0N DDND YOO v A
29Y2 ONY 59N YO0 PN )

MYN HNIY YINA 927 D19 XD N

NI NIND P20 NN XD NI N

NN MW DRI NIND IPAD 91D XD N .2
D95 7972 HNIW NIND P20 D RO NN )
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Part B: You may use a dictionary for this section:
Translate the following three passages into English:

Biblical:

VA D2PF1OPI Y NI TIA0TNIN NG D7ION N
NIPDY Y2 AN PAYR TN 091V TTY DITN N 7PN YYD
NIND PRI 2 12 NN

Mishnaic:

) PR NN ,DPIN ONPY 12,772 NI NIY) JINY M
JIMY DIPNA 7722, 07NN D910

Siddur:

YT PTON 11672 WM NN I8y 92 55700, 1NN 1)
TP TN NIPOIN MNP WION » 7050 1Y T OTYN
THY P2 TINON TNIYY
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Part C: In English

WITH A DICTIONARY IF DESIRED

Textual Analysis: What questions arise for you as you read this text? You can
speak to linguistic, grammatical, literary, theological, ideological or related
issues. (Dictionary/Lexicon Allowed) Answer in about 200 words (one page).

NTIYDTIR TN NN 0N T7p N DNY D3] DRI
DDPNI TN DTDN YU NTIYN 0 DTOND™ION DIYIWY SYm Py

DN NP APY NN PRYIN DPIIXN P12 NN DTN 9
DTN Y1 9N 227NN

“A long time after that, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under the bondage
and cried out; and their cry for help from the bondage rose up to God. God heard their moaning,
and God remembered his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. God looked upon the
Israelites, and God took notice of them.”



